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Upcoming Events

Tuesday, January 22 
Grand Prairie ISD Resource Fair 

Saturday, January 26
Connecting the Dots Expo, Rockwall 

FAMILY CAMP, March 8 -10
Campers and their family come for a mini camp experience

OPEN HOUSE, April 13
Spend the day at camp and meet our staff

GiddyUp

Christmas Time
Joseph and Mary were seeking after God’s will, not their own.  Shepherds looked for the Savior that was announced to them in glorious 

fashion. The  Wise Men were on a journey seeking the King of the Jews.  In each of these situations, they found the One they were looking 

for and He impacted their lives for eternity.  For so many years, the Jewish people were also seeking the Messiah.  Over 2000 years ago, 

the longed for Messiah came down from heaven as a baby boy and fulfilled generations of prayers and prophecies.   Despite these 

answers there were so many who did not believe what they saw and heard while He was living among His creation and changing lives.

As we ponder Christmas, we are  also reminded of our verse from last summer.  Trust in the Lord with all your heart…. Proverbs 3: 5-6  There 

are so many campers who are seeking  and want a sense of belonging.  They seek someone who is trust worthy. Charis Hills has the 

opportunity to point our campers toward Christ and to direct them to His Word so that they can find the answers they are craving and fill the 

hole in their lives. Our prayer is that, at camp, they would find the One, “Who takes away the sin of the world.”  John 1:29

The  Giddyup  Horse Program at 
Charis Hills is unique in that we
combine therapeutic horsemanship 
with helping each camper to root 
their identity in Christ.  Horses can 
be so helpful to our campers.  It is 
beautiful to see a child connect 
with a horse and watch their 
confidence soar.   We have seen 
God use horses to heal, build 
character and shape His children 
into who they were created to be.  
We are so thankful to have this 

program and these beautiful creatures.   

Say “hello” to Fiona! A ten year old mare that was recently donated 
and is a wonderful asset to our riding program.  

Who Do We 
Seek At



S.O.W.E.R’s
Servants On Wheels Ever Ready 
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Volunteers!
We were blessed to have SOWER (Servants On Wheels Ever Ready) volunteers through the summer and fall.  Mike and Janice Kennedy 

served faithfully ALL summer.  This fall, returning SOWERs, Marcia and Preston Bruxvoort as well as Rosie and John Stoner gave the 

WHOLE  exterior of camp a new coat of paint.   Becky and Jerry Lufsky are here for Dec. & Jan.  doing more painting, maintenance and 

other camp preparations.   Thank you for serving The Lord at Charis HIlls.  We love the new look of the dining hall and office!

Early Bird Registration discount.  If you register and pay in 

full before February 1st you will receive a $200 discount!  

There are other discounts you may be able to take advan-

tage of as well. Check out our Dates and Rates page on our 

website.  www.charishills.org

Camp Registration 
for Summer 2019
Is Now Open!!



Every year at this time all of us are 

bombarded with requests for funding.  It is 

always hard for me to decide who gets 

the small amount Colleen and I are able 

to give.  I’ve come to a point where my 

decision is guided by these thoughts.  Our 

church is our family and place of worship.  

We are called to support our pastor and 

the work the church does.  After that, I 

look at the things that touch me personally.  

Missions that make the world a better 

place. So many to choose from I know. 

So, I ask only that you realize that without 

the support of people like you and the 

volunteers that come to Charis Hills, we 

can not provide the camp.  I look often at 

what it costs to attend and wish it were 

less.  We have been in the red for two 

straight years.  If Charis Hills, the program 

and the people, have touched you in a 

positive way I ask that you consider one 

of the donations you make to be here, to 

keep the camp program for this group of 

kids a solid one.  

Charis Hills
Wish List

Charis Hills & Cameroon 
Sharing the Charis Hills Way in Africa.

Items You Might Have In Your Home 

Shop tools/equipment, small and large 

Horse tack, especially saddles and blankets, 

Horse walker

A new or almost new Nikon DSLR camera 

and lenses for photography

GoPro camera

Nice couch for the program office

Set of 6 durable chairs for program office 

Rechargeable Lanterns

Other recreation equipment/ sit on kayaks 

Camping items

We REALLY WANT an old tractor that runs 

and can be used for mowing and pulling 

trailers for hay rides!

Trailer to make into a hay wagon for kids to 

ride in! 

Board Games

LEGOS!!!!

Parachute

FSR Radios

4 wheeler for staff or  golf cart / etc 

Bluetooth outdoor speakers

And other stuff you might have around the 

house looking for a home!

Amazon Wish List 
Check out our Amzon wish list.  There are 

many consumable items that are used each 

summer. Many have asked how they can 

help. We have created a wish list on 

Amazon for that very purpose. Check out 

our Support Page on our website and click 

on the Amazon link.
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There are two kinds of donations we 

need.  Of course we need funds to pay 

for all the things we have to have… 

electricity, water, repairs, etc.  We are 

blessed that since our start in 2007 we 

have not been in debt for property or 

buildings, so we are solid and not going 

away, but, we still need operational 

expenses.  We also need donations of 

items.  Some things we can use 

immediately, some we can sell and use 

the proceeds.  We don’t have a store so 

items like clothing and shoes are best 

taken to your local missions.  You can also 

support Charis Hills through your 

shopping on Amazon by choosing Charis 

Hills as the non-profit that you would like 

to support through Smile/Amazon. 

Amazon will donate back 0.05% on 

approved items. See the list to the left for 

items that we would like to have.

Recently, we reconnected with a 
missionary friend from Cameroon, Africa.  
Ernest Ehabe,  founder of Bread for Life 
International, came to Charis Hills.  We 
were excited to hear what The Lord is 
doing there but also felt the burden of the 
enormous need.  Extreme poverty is the 
norm in Cameroon.  Resources are 
virtually non-existent for  special needs 
children. These children are typically 
abandoned.  Our hearts are broken for 
these children. Their need to for the gospel 
is the same as ours.  
Bread for Life International,  
Breadforlife.org,  has recently opened 
Ray of Hope Academy, a school for 
children with autism and other special 

Rand Southard

needs.  They also have plans to develop a 
camp.  
In January,   Rand and I will travel to 
Cameroon to assess the needs, resources 
and assist Bread for Life with plans for the 
camp and further develop their school 
and teacher training program.  Will you 
please pray for the children of Cameroon, 
those involved with Bread for Life 
ministries  as well as Rand and I?  
Colleen Southard

Donating Items To Camp



Rand Southard
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It’s quickly approaching Christmas!  Almost all of the children I know are looking forward to that morning, (or night for those who can’t wait) when 
all of those packages are opened and we see the things we got!  Or, didn’t get!  For the really little ones they enjoy the packaging and boxes 
most of all!  Then,  we have to find the batteries we forgot to buy and begin the frantic search for the the ones we used to have in the junk drawer 
in the kitchen!  The assembly of the toys goes to the chosen adult that happens to know what a Phillips screwdriver is!  And then its over!  The 
cleanup lasts longer than the Christmas!

But that’s not Christmas.  Though we don’t know the actual time of year that it happened,  the event we celebrate was an event of prophecy some 
4000 years ago. Isaiah prophesied in the 8th century very specifically regarding Jesus’ birth—

Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  

And as always God held His word true.  This we celebrate.  The Lord of Lords, our Savior came and made it possible for sinners like us to be 
made again.  Without this birth, we all suffer. 

Make it a different Christmas this year!  Celebrate with gifts, of course, but celebrate the giving of gifts for a reason.  My oldest daughter is 40 
now.  She reminds me of one of her favorite memories.  We held a Christmas party and everyone brought a gift but instead of opening them, we 
gathered them up and she and her friends took them to an orphanage.  Of all the gifts she received through the years, that is her favorite memory… 
the gift of helping another. 

Make this Christmas the one to remember.  Talk about the one who came to save us from ourselves. Make a way for your child to give to 
someone less fortunate. Make it a Christmas to remember why we celebrate.  It’s not Santa Clause and the reindeer… it’s Jesus, the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to make a way for you and I to inherit the Kingdom of God through faith in Him. 

Merry Christmas to all of you, 

PS. Remember to sign up for camp

Make Christmas 
Different This Year

Spread The Word
Help us spread the word about Charis Hills:  We feel that parents 
of our campers are our best advertisement and are also offering 
an additional $100 discount if you refer another camper who 
enrolls and pays in full in 2019.  Remember, early registration and 
activity selection helps to insure that your camper will get the 
activities they want most. You can apply for camp by going to our 
website:  www.charishills.org



Charis Hills Christmas Craft
Playing with Purpose 
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Let’s Recycle / Repurpose!  Let’s Make Snow People! 

How often do we find socks or mittens without a match!  Instead of tossing them,  recycle  those single mittens you find or colorful single 
socks that can never find their mate! The few supplies your will need can be found at the dollar store.
You’ll need:
mittens/socks
small rubber bands, glue or glue gun, scissors, polyfill
markers, ribbon, buttons, small styrofoam balls, tooth picks and other little decorations (recyle broken or damaged Christmas 
decorations)
Stuff your sock or mitten with polyfill. Using the small rubber bands, close off the top of the sock or mitten and make the sections we so 
often associate with snowmen by placing a rubber band in the middle of the sock or mitten. Place your styrofoam ball on a tooth pick 
and draw your face with your markers. You can color hair with markers or use yarn or polyfill for the hair. Slip the head, with the 
toothpick end pointing down, into the open space left by the rubber band. Glue on decorations. Use the left over pieces from socks or 
scraps of fabric to make hats. There ya go! You have a snow people!

2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp cloves
1/2 tsp ginger
1/2 tsp salt
granulated sugar

Ginger Snaps
3/4 cup butter, softened
1 cup sugar
1/4 cup molasses
1 egg
2 cups flour

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees.
In a small bowl cream your butter and sugar. Add the molasses and 
egg. Mix well.
In a seperate, larger bowl, mix flour, baking soda, cloves, ginger and 
salt. Slowly add and mix in your wet ingredients. Form small cookie 
balls. Roll in granulated sugar and place on a cookie sheet. 
Bake for 8 - 10 minutes. Let cool for a few minutes before removing from 
the cookie sheet. Enjoy!




